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Montana Comprehensive Assessment System

MontCAS, Phase 2

CRT and CRT-Alternate

2008 Pre-Administration Training
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CRT Contact InformationCRT Contact Information

Dan VerdickDan Verdick
Program ManagerProgram Manager

Nancy HallNancy Hall
Program AssistantProgram Assistant

Danielle HornsbyDanielle Hornsby
Program AssistantProgram Assistant

Phone: 1-888-792-2741Phone: 1-888-792-2741
E-mail: E-mail: dverdick@measuredprogress.orgdverdick@measuredprogress.org

Fax: 1-877-537-5614Fax: 1-877-537-5614
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CRT-Alternate AssessmentCRT-Alternate Assessment
 Contact Information Contact Information

Jake GoldsmithJake Goldsmith
Program ManagerProgram Manager

Kevin FrotonKevin Froton
Program AssistantProgram Assistant

Phone: 1-800-431-8901 x 2239Phone: 1-800-431-8901 x 2239
E-mail: E-mail: jgoldsmith@measuredprogress.orgjgoldsmith@measuredprogress.org
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OPI ContactsOPI Contacts
 Judy Snow, State Assessment DirectorJudy Snow, State Assessment Director

 406-444-3656; 406-444-3656; jsnow@mt.govjsnow@mt.gov

 Karen Richem, OPI Assessment SpecialistKaren Richem, OPI Assessment Specialist
 406-444-0748; 406-444-0748; krichem@mt.govkrichem@mt.gov

 Marilyn Pearson, Special EducationMarilyn Pearson, Special Education
● ●   406-444-5661; 406-444-5661; mpearson@mt.govmpearson@mt.gov

 BJ Granbery, Title IBJ Granbery, Title I
 406-444-4420; 406-444-4420; bjgranbery@mt.govbjgranbery@mt.gov

 Lynn Hinch, LEP/ELLLynn Hinch, LEP/ELL
 406-444-3482; 406-444-3482; lhinch@mt.govlhinch@mt.gov



3

Product of OPI and Measured ProgressProduct of OPI and Measured Progress 55

  CRT BackgroundCRT Background

 Spring 2004 - 2005Spring 2004 - 2005
 Grades  4, 8 and 10 in Reading and MathematicsGrades  4, 8 and 10 in Reading and Mathematics

 Spring 2006Spring 2006
 Grades 3-8 and 10 in Reading and MathematicsGrades 3-8 and 10 in Reading and Mathematics

 Spring 2007Spring 2007
 Grades 3-8 and 10 in Reading and MathematicsGrades 3-8 and 10 in Reading and Mathematics
 Grades 4, 8, and 10 Science Field TestGrades 4, 8, and 10 Science Field Test

 Spring 2008Spring 2008
 Grades 3-8 and 10 in Reading and MathematicsGrades 3-8 and 10 in Reading and Mathematics
 Grades 4, 8, and 10 in ScienceGrades 4, 8, and 10 in Science
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  CRT-Alternate BackgroundCRT-Alternate Background

 Spring 2004-2005Spring 2004-2005
 Grades  4, 8 and 10 in Reading and MathGrades  4, 8 and 10 in Reading and Math

 Spring 2006Spring 2006
 Grades 3-8 and 10 in Reading and MathGrades 3-8 and 10 in Reading and Math
 Added grades 3, 5, 6 and 7Added grades 3, 5, 6 and 7

 Spring 2007Spring 2007
 Grades 3-8 and 10 in Reading and MathGrades 3-8 and 10 in Reading and Math

 Spring 2008Spring 2008
 Grades 3-8 in Reading and MathGrades 3-8 in Reading and Math
 Grades 4, 8, and 10 in ScienceGrades 4, 8, and 10 in Science



4

Product of OPI and Measured ProgressProduct of OPI and Measured Progress 77

The purpose of this training is toThe purpose of this training is to
ensure thatensure that

 everyone understands the procedures foreveryone understands the procedures for
administration.administration.

 the test is administered in a comparable way inthe test is administered in a comparable way in
all locations across the state.all locations across the state.

 quality control procedures are utilized whenquality control procedures are utilized when
returning test materials.returning test materials.
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The purpose of this training is alsoThe purpose of this training is also
to ensure thatto ensure that

 the information collected is of high qualitythe information collected is of high quality
00 demographic informationdemographic information
00 enrollment informationenrollment information
00 disability informationdisability information
00 decisions related to the use ofdecisions related to the use of

accommodations and the alternateaccommodations and the alternate
assessment (CRT-Alternate)assessment (CRT-Alternate)
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CRT Materials OnlineCRT Materials Online

 Pre-administration Power Point, 2008Pre-administration Power Point, 2008
 Test CoordinatorTest Coordinator’’s Manuals Manual
 Test AdministratorTest Administrator’’s Manualss Manuals
 2008 OPI Accommodations Manual2008 OPI Accommodations Manual

http://www.opi.mt.gov/Assessment/index.htmlhttp://www.opi.mt.gov/Assessment/index.html
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CRT-Alternate Materials OnlineCRT-Alternate Materials Online
 CRT-Alternate Administration ManualCRT-Alternate Administration Manual
 Secure CRT-Alternate Test BookletsSecure CRT-Alternate Test Booklets
 Math, Reading and Science Standards and ExpandedMath, Reading and Science Standards and Expanded

BenchmarksBenchmarks

NOTE:  System Test Coordinators will download and print theNOTE:  System Test Coordinators will download and print the
manual and test booklets.manual and test booklets.

http://www.opi.mt.gov/Assessment/Phase2.html#TAlt
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Important DatesImportant Dates
(TC Manual: Page 1)(TC Manual: Page 1)

CRT Administration Manuals posted online.February 7, 2008

Download and print:
•CRT-Alternate Test Administration Manual
•CRT-Alternate Test Booklets for teachers
administering the alternate assessment.  NOTE:
Test Coordinators need the password received
January 28 – 30, 2008 from Measured Progress.

February 4-8, 2008
Statewide Test Administration ConferenceFebruary 4-5, 2008

Receive memo mailed by Measured Progress. The
memo contains the password necessary for access
to the CRT-Alternate Test Booklets online.

January 28-30, 2008
System Test Coordinators ChecklistDate
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Important Dates ..Important Dates ..

CRT testing windowMarch 3-26,
2008

CRT-Alternate Assessment testing windowFebruary
11-March
26, 2008

Receive in separate shipments from Measured Progress
•CRT testing materials
•CRT-Alternate student kits for returning the tests

February
19- 25, 2008

Receive OPI Test Security Guidelines, CD with training
PowerPoint, and non disclosure forms mailed by OPI.

February 7-
11 ,  2008

Receive CRT Test Coordinators Manual(s), Pre-Administration
Training CDs, CRT-Alternate Materials Kits and Training CD
shipped by Measured Progress.

February 7-
11, 2008

EventsEventsDatesDates
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Important Dates ..Important Dates ..

Receive Reading, Math, and Science Parent Reports and labels
shipped by Measured Progress.

September,
2008

Science summary and roster reports available online via new
online reporting system (MPRS)

August 25,
2008

Reading and Math summary and rosters reports available
online via new online reporting system (MPRS)

June 2,
2008

UPS automatic pickup of all other test materials (if a pickup
was not scheduled with UPS before March 27)
NOTE:  Failure to return your answer documents on this date will
delay the release of statewide results.

April 1,
2008

Last Day to ship via UPS used CRT and CRT-Alternate
Student Response booklets and other test materials to be
returned to Measured Progress

March 28,
2008

Last Day to schedule UPS pickup for CRT and CRT-Alternate
Used  Student Response booklets and other testing materials
NOTE:   Please see page 31-33 of the 2008 CRT and CRT-
Alternate Test Coordinator’s Manual for detailed instructions.

March 27,
2008
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WhatWhat’’s New for 2008?s New for 2008?
(TC Manual: p. 2)(TC Manual: p. 2)

 No Class ID sheets for the No Class ID sheets for the CRTCRT or the  or the CRT-AlternateCRT-Alternate..

 Only 8 Forms instead of 16 for the CRT.Only 8 Forms instead of 16 for the CRT.

 Used Used CRTCRT Student Response Booklets should be Student Response Booklets should be
returned separately by grade in the prepaid (2-dayreturned separately by grade in the prepaid (2-day
UPS) pre-labeled return shipping boxes. The UPS) pre-labeled return shipping boxes. The CRT-CRT-
AlternateAlternate Test Booklet, Evidence Template, Teacher Test Booklet, Evidence Template, Teacher
Recording Sheet, Student Response Booklet, andRecording Sheet, Student Response Booklet, and
Material Replacement Form (if necessary) should beMaterial Replacement Form (if necessary) should be
returned separately from the CRT material in the returned separately from the CRT material in the CRT-CRT-
Alternate Alternate return bag with the UPS label pre-affixed forreturn bag with the UPS label pre-affixed for
each student.  (please see pages 31-33 of TCM)each student.  (please see pages 31-33 of TCM)
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WhatWhat’’s New for 2008? ..s New for 2008? ..
 Coding on Student Response BookletCoding on Student Response Booklet
 Vocational concentrator coding in grade 10 is no longer requiredVocational concentrator coding in grade 10 is no longer required
 Page 2:  Three sections to be completed by school test coordinator afterPage 2:  Three sections to be completed by school test coordinator after

testingtesting
 Section 1: Public and private schools accredited by the Montana Board ofSection 1: Public and private schools accredited by the Montana Board of

Public EducationPublic Education——demographic informationdemographic information
•• Definition of former LEP student is on page 35.Definition of former LEP student is on page 35.
•• Reminder that any student participating in the alternate assessmentReminder that any student participating in the alternate assessment

must be identified as a special education student with an IEP in themust be identified as a special education student with an IEP in the
AIM student information system.AIM student information system.

•• NOTE:  Not new this year, but definition of academic year is on pageNOTE:  Not new this year, but definition of academic year is on page
36 of the Glossary of the Test Coordinators Manual.36 of the Glossary of the Test Coordinators Manual.

 Section 2:  Public and private schools accredited by the Montana BoardSection 2:  Public and private schools accredited by the Montana Board
of Public Educationof Public Education——accommodations information.accommodations information.
•• Numbering from #s 26 -28 in the standard accommodations and #sNumbering from #s 26 -28 in the standard accommodations and #s

29-32 in the non-standard accommodations has changed because29-32 in the non-standard accommodations has changed because
the former standard accommodation #26 was removed.the former standard accommodation #26 was removed.

 Section 3:  Only for private schools not accredited by the Montana boardSection 3:  Only for private schools not accredited by the Montana board
of Public Educationof Public Education
•• First box is requiredFirst box is required

 Information on gender, ethnicity, or program is optionalInformation on gender, ethnicity, or program is optional
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Structure and Format (CRT)Structure and Format (CRT)
(TC Manual: p. 4)(TC Manual: p. 4)

 Common items (scored items)Common items (scored items)
 Embedded field test items (items not scored)Embedded field test items (items not scored)
 Types of questions includeTypes of questions include

00 Multiple-ChoiceMultiple-Choice
00 Short-Answer (math computation sessions)Short-Answer (math computation sessions)
00 Constructed-ResponseConstructed-Response

 One test booklet per student (8 forms/grade)One test booklet per student (8 forms/grade)
 One Student Response Booklet per student (except forOne Student Response Booklet per student (except for

grade 3)grade 3)
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Use of CalculatorsUse of Calculators

(TC Manual: Appendix A)(TC Manual: Appendix A)

 Allowed only on certain math sessions, checkAllowed only on certain math sessions, check
each grade individuallyeach grade individually

 Other use is considered a test irregularity andOther use is considered a test irregularity and
can result in the voiding of resultscan result in the voiding of results

 Types of calculatorsTypes of calculators
 Calculator student regularly uses in classroomCalculator student regularly uses in classroom
 Suggested CalculatorsSuggested Calculators

•• Grades 3-6: four-function calculatorGrades 3-6: four-function calculator
•• Grades 7-8: scientific calculatorGrades 7-8: scientific calculator
•• Grade 10: graphing calculatorGrade 10: graphing calculator
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Test SecurityTest Security
(TC Manual: p. 4)(TC Manual: p. 4)

All test items and responses to those items
in the CRT are secure materials and may
not be discussed, copied or duplicated in any
way or retained in the school after testing is
completed.

It is very important to review test security
information with test administrators during
test administration training.
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OPI Test SecurityOPI Test Security
 Any concern about breaches in test security orAny concern about breaches in test security or

noncompliance with test administrationnoncompliance with test administration
procedures must be reported immediately to theprocedures must be reported immediately to the
principal, system test coordinator and Stateprincipal, system test coordinator and State
Assessment Director.Assessment Director.

 OPI Guidelines and Procedures for TestOPI Guidelines and Procedures for Test
Security Security is online:is online:  http://www.opi.mt.gov/http://www.opi.mt.gov/

 This OPI publication outlines procedures forThis OPI publication outlines procedures for
reporting testing irregularities and should bereporting testing irregularities and should be
made available to system superintendents,made available to system superintendents,
principals, and test administrators.principals, and test administrators.
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All Means AllAll Means All
(TC Manual: p. 9-10)(TC Manual: p. 9-10)

ALL students in accredited schools must participate including:ALL students in accredited schools must participate including:

 Students identified as having disabilities including studentsStudents identified as having disabilities including students
with 504 planswith 504 plans

 Students identified as having Limited English ProficiencyStudents identified as having Limited English Proficiency
 Part-time studentsPart-time students——in systems 181 hours or more for thein systems 181 hours or more for the

school year and not yet 19school year and not yet 19
 Foreign exchange students (results will NOT be included inForeign exchange students (results will NOT be included in

averages)averages)
 Students in private accredited schools (results will NOT beStudents in private accredited schools (results will NOT be

included in state averages)included in state averages)
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Other Students Who Other Students Who MayMay
Participate Participate (TC Manual: p. 11)(TC Manual: p. 11)

•• Students not enrolled in an accreditedStudents not enrolled in an accredited
Montana school. May include the following:Montana school. May include the following:

•• Students who are home schooled whoStudents who are home schooled who’’ss
have requested to be tested in an accreditedhave requested to be tested in an accredited
schoolschool

•• Students in private schools not accredited byStudents in private schools not accredited by
the Montana Board of Public Educationthe Montana Board of Public Education

•• Results will NOT be included in averagesResults will NOT be included in averages

2222

Reporting ExclusionsReporting Exclusions

YES1ST YEAR IN US LEP STUDENTS
-Must participate in math but results not calculated in

averages
-May participate in reading or be administered a language

test of the school’s choice

YESSTUDENTS ENROLLED PART-TIME (LESS THAN
181 HRS.) TAKING A  MATHEMATICS OR READING

COURSE

YESSTUDENTS ENROLLED IN A PRIVATE NON-
ACCREDITED SCHOOL

YESSTUDENTS ENROLLED IN A PRIVATE
ACCREDITED SCHOOL

YESSTUDENTS NOT ENROLLED IN AN ACCREDITED
MONTANA SCHOOL

YESFOREIGN EXCHANGE STUDENT

MAY
PARTICIPATE

MUST
PARTICIPATE

EXCLUDED FROM AVERAGES
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Options for ParticipationOptions for Participation
(TC Manual: p. 14)(TC Manual: p. 14)

The CRT-AlternateThe CRT-Alternate
 For students with an IEP For students with an IEP
plan meeting eligibilityplan meeting eligibility
requirements outlined byrequirements outlined by
OPIOPI
 Students who participate Students who participate
in the CRT in the CRT ––Alternate mustAlternate must
participate in both readingparticipate in both reading
math,math,  and science whenand science when
applicable.applicable.

The CRT with nonstandardThe CRT with nonstandard
accommodationsaccommodations (4) (4)
 For students with an For students with an
IEP/504/LEP planIEP/504/LEP plan
 Students tested with a Students tested with a
nonstandardnonstandard
accommodation will beaccommodation will be
counted as counted as ““not participatednot participated””
and given a score of 200 orand given a score of 200 or
Novice.Novice.

The CRT with standardThe CRT with standard
accommodationsaccommodations (28) (28)
 For any student For any student

The CRT without accommodationsThe CRT without accommodations
 For any student For any student
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Standard accommodations do not change what we
expect students to know and be able to do.

Test accommodations are based on individual student
needs and classroom assessment practice; they are
not for the use by an entire classroom or category of
students.

They should not give students unfair advantages;
rather they are meant to remove barriers that may exist
due to a student’s learning style or disability.

AccommodationsAccommodations
(TC Manual: p. 16-18)(TC Manual: p. 16-18)
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OPI Guidelines and Procedure forOPI Guidelines and Procedure for
CRT AccommodationsCRT Accommodations

Training CD mailed by OPI to systemTraining CD mailed by OPI to system
test coordinators on Feb. 7test coordinators on Feb. 7thth

http://www.opi.mt.gov/Assessment/
Phase2.html#Accom
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Accommodations ..Accommodations ..
A school NEEDS to:

√  support classroom teachers through the
accommodations decision-making process.

 √ standardize the accommodation administration process
and plan the resources necessary for large-scale
implementation.

 √ ensure that the students’ records include the decisions
made to inform both current instruction and future
educational planning.



14

Product of OPI and Measured ProgressProduct of OPI and Measured Progress 2727

CRT AccommodationsCRT Accommodations

•• 28 Standard Accommodations28 Standard Accommodations
00 Available to all studentsAvailable to all students
00 Code all that applyCode all that apply

•• 4 Nonstandard Accommodations4 Nonstandard Accommodations
-- Code all that applyCode all that apply
-- Must be a documented accommodation in studentMust be a documented accommodation in student’’ss

IEP planIEP plan
-- StudentStudent’’s score will not be counted as participantss score will not be counted as participants
-- StudentStudent’’s scores will not calculated in averagess scores will not calculated in averages
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Eligibility for the CRT-AlternateEligibility for the CRT-Alternate
(TC Manual: p. 12)(TC Manual: p. 12)

 The The CRT-Alternate AssessmentCRT-Alternate Assessment was was
designed for students who are unable todesigned for students who are unable to
participate in the regular CRT, evenparticipate in the regular CRT, even
with accommodations. Only IDEA-with accommodations. Only IDEA-
eligible students with significanteligible students with significant
cognitive disabilities are eligible tocognitive disabilities are eligible to
participate in the CRT-Alternate.participate in the CRT-Alternate.



15

Product of OPI and Measured ProgressProduct of OPI and Measured Progress 2929

Eligibility for the CRT-AlternateEligibility for the CRT-Alternate

1. Does the student1. Does the student
have an active IEPhave an active IEP
and receive servicesand receive services
under the Individualsunder the Individuals
with Disabilitieswith Disabilities
Education ActEducation Act
(IDEA)?(IDEA)?

2. Do the student2. Do the student’’ss
demonstrateddemonstrated
cognitive abilities andcognitive abilities and
adaptive behavioradaptive behavior
require substantialrequire substantial
adjustments to theadjustments to the
general curriculum?general curriculum?
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Eligibility for the CRT-Alternate ..Eligibility for the CRT-Alternate ..
3. Do the student3. Do the student’’ss

learning objectiveslearning objectives
and expectedand expected
outcomes focus onoutcomes focus on
functional applicationfunctional application
of skills, as illustratedof skills, as illustrated
in the studentin the student’’s IEPs IEP’’ss
annual goals andannual goals and
short-termshort-term
objectives?objectives?

4. Does the student4. Does the student
require direct andrequire direct and
extensive instructionextensive instruction
to acquire, maintain,to acquire, maintain,
generalize andgeneralize and
transfer new skills?transfer new skills?
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Eligibility for the CRT-Alternate Eligibility for the CRT-Alternate ……

 If you answer If you answer ““NONO”” to  to anyany of the four questions, of the four questions,
the student must participate in the regular CRT.the student must participate in the regular CRT.
If ALL answers are If ALL answers are ““YES,YES,”” the student is eligible the student is eligible
to take the alternate and considered to be ato take the alternate and considered to be a
student with a significant cognitive disability.student with a significant cognitive disability.
This eligibility needs to be included in an IEP.This eligibility needs to be included in an IEP.

 Only System Test Coordinators download CRT-Only System Test Coordinators download CRT-
Alternate test booklets from a secure Web siteAlternate test booklets from a secure Web site
using a password.using a password.
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Determining Accommodations forDetermining Accommodations for
LEP/ELL StudentsLEP/ELL Students

Accommodations should be based onAccommodations should be based on
 individual needs of the student and classroomindividual needs of the student and classroom

performance.performance.
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Limited English ProficiencyLimited English Proficiency
(LEP/ELL) refers to(LEP/ELL) refers to

 Individuals who were not born in the US or whoseIndividuals who were not born in the US or whose
native language is a language other than English;native language is a language other than English;
OROR

 Individuals who come from an environment where aIndividuals who come from an environment where a
language other than English is dominant; ORlanguage other than English is dominant; OR

 Individuals who are American Indian and AlaskanIndividuals who are American Indian and Alaskan
Natives who come from environments where aNatives who come from environments where a
language other than English has had a significantlanguage other than English has had a significant
impact on their level of language proficiency; andimpact on their level of language proficiency; and
who, by reason thereof, have sufficient difficultywho, by reason thereof, have sufficient difficulty
speaking, reading, writing, or understanding thespeaking, reading, writing, or understanding the
English language.English language.


